
Summer 2014

newwritingposthuman.wordpress.com                                  TuTh 9:35-10:55 - Hagerty Hall Rm 0056

“New Writing, Post-Human”

This 7-week, summer term class will grapple with the question, “What is human?” from various 
directions. The intention of the class is not to find a final answer, but to leave the question 
productively open but asking other questions such as: How is the boundary between the human and 
the non-human made and maintained? What crises occur when common-sense understandings are 
called into question? What new understanding of the human emerges in a given context and how 
useful is it?

Along the way, we will practice expressing complex ideas through writing, and consider the uses of 
text in various (new and old) media. While we will focus especially on the persuasive essay format, we 
will consider a variety of communication technologies and the kinds of expression each enable or 
disable. 

Seth Josephson
seth.josephson@gmail.com
(614)499-3350 (text only please)
Shared Office: Hagerty Hall, Rm 476
Office hours: Tuesdays 11:00-1:00 
 (please check in ahead of time to confirm)  
Mailbox: in Comp. Studies Office, Hagerty Hall, Rm 451

Attendance and Class Participation

Students are expected to attend every class and to participate fully in classroom activities. More than 
two absences will result in a lowering of your final grade. 

Blog Posts

This class will be organized around a class archive in the form of a public blog. 
newwritingposthuman.wordpress.com Most of our readings will still be posted on Carmen but online 
discussions will take place on the blog. For full credit, students are expected to blog 10 times with 
entries between 500 and 1000 words (not including quoted text). Blog entries can respond to the 
readings or class discussions with original analysis. They can add links, images, quotes, etc. relevant to 
our topics with the appropriate explanations. Students are also expected to read each other’s entries 
and are expected to offer 20 or more thoughtful responses. 

Presentations

Once during the semester, students will present (approximately 15 min) to the class on a topic related 
to the class discussion and (ideally) their final project. These will be scheduled to occur within class 
times beginning July 8th. 
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Final Project

The final project for this class will be the presentation of a student’s “archive” around a particular 
topic related to the class themes. This “text” could take the form of a traditional persuasive essay (word 
count TBA), printed on 8 1/2” by 11” paper with a single staple in the corner, but, in the spirit of the 
comparative media approach of this class, it may take a variety of other forms (including those 
incorporating sound, image, etc.). Students should be cognizant of the materiality of the text 
presented and bring it to class on the final day. 

All projects should: 1) Make specific reference to class texts. 2) Make specific reference to new material 
not presented in class. 3) Maintain a conscientious citational style. 4) Incorporate key analytical terms 
introduced in class. 5) Offer original analysis / critique. 

Grade Distribution 

Class Participation: 25%
Blog Posts and Short Writing: 30%
Presentation: 15%
Final Project: 30%

Required texts

Jon Mooallem (2013) Wild Ones: A Sometimes Dismaying Weirdly Reassuring Story About Looking at People 
Looking at Animals in America

Margaret Atwood (2003) Oryx and Crake

Class schedule 

Day 1 - 6/17 -Tu Introductions, the power of education, the authority of science. 
  Read (in class): George Orwell (1945) “What is Science?”
Day 2 - 6/19 -Th Archives of feelings, memory and machine. 
  Read: Julia Watson and Sidonie Smith, (2014) “Studying 

the Digital Self” 
  Read: Tammy Rae Carland and Ann Cvetkovich (2013) 

“Sharing an Archive of Feelings: A Conversation.”
Day 3 - 6/24 -Tu Comparative textual media 

  Read: Interview with Katherine Hayles
  Read: selections from Hayles (2002) Writing Machines
  Explore: texts in http://collection.eliterature.org
Day 4 - 6/26 -Th humanism, post-humanism. 
  Read: Roland Barthes, “The Great Family of Man”
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  Read: Lambros Malafouris (2008) “Between brains, bodies 
and things: tectonoetic awareness and the extended self”

Day 5 - 7/1 -Tu retreat day  -  journalling assignment in place of class
  Read: selections from Scott Savage (ed.) (1998) Plain 

Reader: Essays on Making a Simple Life
Day 6 - 7/3 -Th research day  -  research assignment in place of class
  Assignment TBA
Day 7 - 7/8 -Tu Race and science, materiality and social construction 
  Read: Stephen Jay Gould “American Polygeny and 

Craniometry Before Darwin”
  Read: Clarence C. Gravlee (2009) “How Race Becomes 

Biology: Embodiment of Social Inequality”

-- Term midpoint. Students and instructor to schedule individual meetings. --

Day 8 - 7/10 -Th Pseudo-science and alternative world views, technologies of consciousness

  Read: David J. Hufford (2010) “Visionary Spiritual 
Experiences in an Enchanted World”

Day 9 - 7/15 -Tu genetic humanness, materialism and vitalism 
  Read: Rebecca Skloot interview
  Listen: Radio Lab Episode “Famous Tumors: Henrietta’s 

Tumor” 
Day 10 - 7/17 -Th Non-human Animals, feeling and knowing
  Read:  John Berger, “Why look at animals?”
  Watch: “Black Fish”
Day 11 - 7/22 -Tu Constructions of “nature,”  
  Read: selections from Jon Mooallem Wild Ones: A 

Sometimes Dismaying Weirdly Reassuring Story About 
Looking at People Looking at Animals in America

  --Class Nature walk--
Day 12 - 7/24 -Th Machine intelligence  
  Readings/Viewings  TBA
Day 13 - 7/29 -Tu Case Study: Oryx and Crake 
  Read: Margaret Atwood (2003) Oryx and Crake
Day 14 - 7/31 -Th Comparing Archives 
  Final Projects due and discussed in class. 

GE Goals and Expected Outcomes:

Writing and Communication
Goals:  Students are skilled in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, oral expression 
and visual expression.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
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1.  Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students demonstrate the ability to read carefully 
and express ideas effectively.

2. Students apply written, oral, and visual communication skills and conventions of academic 
discourse to the challenges of a specific discipline.

3. Students access and use information critically and analytically.

Diversity (Social Diversity in the United States)
Goals: Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States and across 
the world in order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
           
1. Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, 

class, ethnicity, and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.
2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding 

appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.
 
Cultures and Ideas
Goals: Students evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and 
historical response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression.
2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and 

the norms which guide human behavior.

Assessment of GE Learning Outcomes:
Student success in realizing the expected learning outcomes will be measured directly from student essays, exams, 
and class participation over the course of the semester.  Essay prompts and exam questions will explicitly require 
reflection on matters of diversity presented in the readings, class discussion, films, and other class activities.  
Similarly, student class participation will be graded in terms of both content (e.g. specific, informed reflection on 
diversity) and demonstrated respect for fellow classmates and their views (the logical behavioral correlate of 
understanding diversity).  Learning outcomes also will be measured indirectly through the use of questions 
embedded student discursive feedback instruments, which will be administered at the outset of the course, 
midterm, and at the end of the semester.  Faculty reflection on the degree to which the course produced GE 
learning outcomes as well as peer teaching observations will be utilized as well to arrive at a comprehensive 
assessment of  the GE learning outcomes.

Office of Disability Services- Any student who 
feels s/he may need an accommodation based 
on the impact of a disability should contact me 
privately to discuss your specific needs.  Please 
contact the Office for Disability Services at 
614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations for 
students with documented disabilities.

http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ 
http://oaa.osu.edu/procedures/1.0.html
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In addition, contact OSU counseling services for assistance for 
personal, mental health, academic, and career concerns.  They offer 
counseling and consultation to currently enrolled undergraduate and 
graduate students.  They also work with spouses/partners of students 
who are covered by the Comprehensive Student Health Insurance.  

http://www.ccs.ohio-state.edu/students/  

Academic Misconduct: "It is the responsibility of the Committee on 
Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  
The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student 
academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not 
limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection 
with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged 
academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  
For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct [PDF]." 

Plagiarism is the representation of another's works or ideas as one's 
own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or 
paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate 
unacknowledged use of another person's ideas.
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